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Equal treatment of male, female homosexuals urged

\

Vice adm.'s letter draws fire,
said to promote stereotypes
By Eliuibelh P. Donovan
TGMi«uir<ntt«

WASHINOTON — Penule homoMiuali in Um Navy
tend to Iw hani irarkara and top i^nftarinoali, but Ihqr
rfnild ba treated no dAnnt fiw hBOMMaxual mala aail-
oiik tha comaandw of tba Navy'a Allai^ anteo AmI

In a imasagB to oonmandara datad Jtdy 34, Vloa Adm.
Joaaph S. DonnaO uttfMl llMat to dHaooMnta aqualitjr ia
iha traatmant of mala and hmala honwaamala.baniiMa,
"(br aaUoraIn thair bartliing and amt qaoa, mart or 00-
*at homoaoaial actMly hnpada la • vaqr oafitiM way
on morale."

Oraaier attention to the problem ia needed. Donnetl
•aid. given "the inflaa of women on our ahipa and
throuihout the Navy in genaraL" DoaneU'a cennHnd la-
«fcidc8 IBSahipaandMdiarainataClatiaQa.

Althoiigh the meaBi«D waa prtvata^ a copy reachcd Rep.
Omry E. Studd^ D-Mjm., a homnaarial, who oondemned
it as "an alanning diiplay of naval asiim aa waUaa iio-
mophofaia"and diltrfimtad it to tha news media.

"It aeeoia to ma." Studda aaid. "that the Navy has bat
ter thii^ to do, aspedab at tha moment, than go after
ita own top petformers.** Ilia meaMgsalao diaw flra from
aoms woman who aaid It uaaa unftlr stanotarpea that hiut
•U women.

Lt Cmdr. Hyiond Dodg*.• qnkesman (or Oonncil, aaid
the measage was not intended to levy any special enforoa-
ment against women hpcnosnniata but to create awawncaa
of an iseue thM haa been raiaad bgrboth men and women
in tha Navy.

Orndab at the Naval MiUtaiy Pttaonnel Command aaid
they apptaudPonnaB^dedalow to bring attention to a <Bf-~'
ficuh issue. CapL Kathleen Bnqm, the Nav/a special aa-
dstant for wcmwn'apeBar, laid vMiaily the aama typ* of
InatnicUon ia given to rnooaing eomiiwuMlaM «f mlMd
a«w shSpa, aa well sa OMilor shoN amnaMfan •• pait of
a tniniiw

r chieft
The heait of the iaaiM^ Dcnndl aai4. ia that a peroeption

•data that fanalehnmnamialily ia "aooMnahat lokiiMed,
while male honoaaxuallty la dealt with awUUy and
sternly."

He b not the first nanmandw to leant of the percep
tion. In 1067. the oonnandsr of tha training aira^ car>
rier Lexington dbeuseed the beua with oawmemben after
a siuvciy dwwed aoma aaikn beUavad womso licwossa-

if

Donnetl hated aaveral possOila reaaona lor the paresp-
tlon, tha firat bcb« that tmlesa a woman "admita to being
• homoacmal. it b often veqrdillioult to pma."

toll® hoox*B*u8llty hai tony bon UMcoQiCiibli^
the inddsDte uauaHy era rapottad quld^y and thoaa in
i)uaation admit to tha ba^vtor and ara dlachargad
admlniatratlwty.

In the caaa of women, howavar, "axparianea haa shown
that tha atataolypiosl female homaagfual la the Navy la
9ocn flQiMiftw Umr hff oounlHpttti Intfaoldstii^
tfnaa wooMH who mi^ turn bar latotha cfaais ofoom-
nand," Oonnell aaid.
' In turn, aAirta to Bnd aadiUo avidsnea to uaa ia an

Invaatiffrtke la oftan "atynlad." Doonall aaid, leaving
"uaaubatanUalad rumon leading to aousatlona of •
Saltch huat' aa lavaatlgaton wmtocMduSif aaaicfa far

"Bqierianaa hM alao ahown that tha stersotypkal fe
malehmiioeMual In the Navy b haidwocldng, cai«ar«ri-
antad, willii« lo put in loi« hows oa tha Job and among
the coremand'a top prirfiaslnnali,''teineM aaid. "Aa auch,
aScgatiena that thb woman ta a bomoaental, particular^
If made igra fouag and junior CanalaasUorwith no tncs
psoord. may be dhiiibaed out of baad or purauad halT
heattaifly."

The bottom Baa, howavar, b that whataver'the reason
Car "thb isawptlon that fsinids homoeexuaUty b tdeiated
fa) tha Navy, It b wraog," Dsnasa eeid. ftatlatins riiow
that, based on the relatively amaU prspostlon of womea ia
the Navy, &om 1068 to 1860 fsm^ was* diadiargsd tar
horooaBsuali^ at aeai|y twice tha rata of aMn aa a par-
OKtage of end strength.

In 166S, 6B3 enlisted men weta diachargsd,, compared
with IM women. Tha munbera bavo detreaswl ataadily,
however, and in 1060, there ware 960 diechatgea for men

.varsuafi2lbrwoBian..... .
Mora Impcrtaat thM tha mbpeiceptloa. however,

DonnneQ ai^ b tha impact bomoaanial actlvito of aay
Und alfeetaovwiMRidmtpMUcukKy waiaan.wtti ita In
a unique situation.

"hrtkulafly for our young, oAan vulnanible, femab.
aailon^ aubtla coercion or outright eeanid advaneee (9
more eenkr and aiBnariva ftmala aiUlotacan ba IntiBa-
dating and intolarsUe, bapacUngnegative^ on anrk par-
fbtmaiMB andmenialatal^" Dotmell aaid.

"We must recognixa that wotaan who ara taigeta for fa-
male homoaeiatab Biperiencaa unique Corm ef aexual ha-
raasintnt which can be even more devaatadng and diflicult
to ODpe with than the mora tnditiana] haraaament from
msn, ha arid "Wa must do avoqrthing «• can to put a

t* ;: '

Leadeta must do more than pledge eupport, Donnell
ssdd. becauae wonb ara "empty without an open and ae-
cearibb chain ofoommand"

He called on commanders to scrutinise their oommancb
to enauia that inlotmation ilowa fteely up and down the
chain.Ha advised them to tsviewtha "ee^^ makeup" of
the chain of eommand "with an qf« towanb tha type of
pcobbma" ha disBusand and used Indoctrination diviaion

I aa a forum Ibr dbeusakai.
"Ba up Inmt and open about the tsaueis'* Donnell said

"The probbm wont Just go arnqr, •> Bwat dsal with it
aensfbly, andfairly, withduaragiinl far tha privacy intar^
asta of alL"

Tha messagi draw crttidam ftom aoma womea, iadud-
teg Sandia liowa, a staffattomay for the lambda Lagal
Dribnaa and Bducalion Ptand la Nm York Cttjf, who quea-
tbaa tha njiUlaiy'a ban on bomoaasuala. Lowe aaid tha
mrassgw unfaiily diaiactsrbea homoaeiual women aa bul
lies and doea a disaenrloe to hard working pnifeselonal
women who willbe inmaslni^ accused of briiianian.

Maiy Haniaan, who waa dlsdauged ftwn the Navy laat
year on chain of botnoaemal activity, aakl the messege
eaaentiaUyteUa crewmembm it b OK to hanMa women
thqy aujpect oTbabianism.

^omta I know who've readthb nwsaage ai« tenrUled
thatirihaypcrfasia their Jobe writ and vmn hard, they'll
beeome taiBM," aaid Haniaoo, vrho waa a peraonnelman
lint cbsaiSnard aalvaga shipQiappla whan hwnnaenial-
Ity diargaa wars bniught against hw.

Another oitic b Kathy Qilberd, who aervea with MiU-
taiy Law TWk Force in San IKc^ a liberaUy oriented
committee oompriaed of civilian attorasgra and legal work-
en who wiprramt militaiy membera.

Stereotypice] attitudea auch aa Donndl'a are not unoom-
roon in the Navy, Qilberd said, and thqr aeem to cause
particular probleaa for alagb women asrving in non-tradi-
tionaljaba.

aesn Iota of Ibriiian) aUegaUona made against
woBttn abapty brtawse atsa fait rsb^ad" after tha men
hava iMda Mnial advaiWH. Oiibanl aaid

tlw meaaags preaenia a dilenuaa for women doing tra
ditional roabjou over whether thqr ahould be aggresnve,
hard-wnlUng, and giva ordan to their aiale ml1aagif%
OiSMRlsaid

ButOapt. Bruyeresaid women should be carcAil not to
view portlona of the mesaage out of contast and "maintain
a pcnpective" on the bsu^ Sheaaid hopefully >he mea
aags aiid aunounding pubUdtywill help women apeak up
riwutiMuaasineiit th^ eaperienee ofallkiyb.

Theaervioa willbenefitbom leairUng tl^ "aomeone on
high b ooncstned about tha baus, not that we're out thcsa
li^ toaUr BP traublo andwltcti bttats^" Bn^waaaid
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